
Invest in our future Scientists, Inventors, Engineers, 
and Mathematicians!

• Visit www.dpsfoundation.org and click “Donate Now”

• Mail a check to DPS Foundation, 1860 Lincoln 
  Street, 9th Floor, Denver, CO 80203

• Call us at (720) 423-3553

“My passion and curiosity for science 
was sparked in elementary school 
because of all of the hands-on activities 
we did. I am now pursuing my pre-med 
degree on my quest to becoming the �rst 
doctor in my family.”

–Daniel, Senior at North High School

“Science Tracks builds critical thinking; 
students have the ability to construct an 
argument and to critique reasoning – 
skills that will serve them throughout 
their education on into the workforce. 
Science is a real hook for elementary 
kids; it develops a sense of wonder, and 
helps them make sense of their world.” 

– Cathy Martin, DPS Director of Mathematics 
  and Science. 

Invest In Our Youngest Scientists 
Science cannot just be read about in a book. It needs to be experienced and touched 
to be learned. Science education – especially at an early age – lays the groundwork 
for young minds to become engaged in and inspired by science; and is creating the 
pipeline for the future generations of scientists, engineers and mathematicians.

For this reason, the Denver Public Schools (DPS) Foundation funds DPS’ Science 
Tracks curriculum for elementary schools district-wide. 

Science Tracks has everything today’s busy teacher needs including complete 
lesson plans, assessment strategies, a structure for collaborative learning, 
background information about the science content, a Teacher's How-To Handbook 
and resource kits �lled with materials.

Science Tracks encourages hands-on experiments and 
teamwork. Through collaboration, students engage in 
dialogue and discourse that help them learn concepts and 
the inquiry skills involved in doing science. It also provides 
a means for students to develop their written and verbal 
skills. Through Science Tracks, students learn how to ask 
questions, how to read and analyze data -- all of which are 
critical skills for education, career and life.

What Your Support Will Do
• Since the DPS Foundation began funding Science Tracks 
in 2007, DPS �fth-graders have improved their science 
scores by 13 percentage points.

• Last school year nearly 4,000 science kits were 
distributed to 86 elementary schools.

• Science Tracks provides teachers with support to teach 
science – accordingly to district-wide standards – in their 
classroom. The kits are delivered to the classroom ready to 
be unpacked and integrated into lessons. This allows 
teachers to focus on their science lessons, instead of 
spending their time and resources �nding materials and 
developing lesson plans on their own.

The Need
• Science,Technology, Engineering, Mathmatics (STEM) 
careers are driving our global marketplace. DPS students 
must build their love for science early so that it lasts 
through college and career. 

• The United States is falling behind other nations in 
producing career-ready scientists, engineers and 
mathematicians. 

• Research shows that students learn best when they have 
materials to work with to help them master new concepts.  
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